
 

  

  

     

The Greater First 

Fellowship of Christôs United Servants 

FOCUS  FOCUS  

Focal Point continued on page 4 

Summer 2018 

G 
reetings in the Name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ! He has risen from 

the grave and has gotten us the victory! 

You are reading the Spring 2018 edition of The 

Greater First FOCUS. Customarily, we make 

the attempt to connect our message for this article 

to the season we are in or concerning some sub-

ject of interest for the times during which we are 

living. Of course, we must recognize the spiritual 

implications that God is revealing His purposes 

as the days of our lives are unfolding.  

 

That being said, we are living in turbulent and 

stormy times. This is true on many fronts whether 

it is economics or education; family or political; 

social or spiritual (just to name a few)! The 

weather we are experiencing is most unusual for 

the springtime of the year. Cold and windy days 

that are more typical of the fall/winter season are 

what we have been experiencing. It is almost as if 

ñold manò winter has not yet wanted ñyoungò 

spring to have her turn for her season! And with 

these turbulent and stormy conditions, the Church 

needs to know what are the strategies for our sur-

vival and how do we navigate on these restless 

seas of time. There are people that are thinking of 

taking their lives into their own hands by jumping 

overboard and abandoning the ñOld Ship of Zi-

on.ò But leaving the Church in times like these 

(or any time) is really not your best option! In-

stead, we must ñAbide in the Ship!ò This declara-

tion was made by the Apostle Paul in Acts 27 as 

he was voyaging to Rome. It is good advice and 

makes for a sound and wise counsel in times like 

these. ñAbide in the Shipò ð I received this good 

advice while reading the words of Tommy L. 

Brooks, Sr. Please let me share this good advice 

with you. Our text is Acts 27:29-31(NRSV): 
  
ñFearing that we might run on the rocks, they let 

down four anchors from the stern of the ship and 

prayed for day to come. But when the sailors 

tried to escape the ship and lowered the boat into 

the sea, on the pretext of putting out anchors 

from the bow, Paul said to the centurion and the 

soldiers, ñUnless these men stay (abide) in the 

ship, you cannot be saved.ò 
  
There are at least three types of storms that come 

into our lives: 
¶ Storms that we bring on ourselves. 
¶ Storms that are caused by others. 
¶ Storms that are allowed by God. 

  
Wouldnôt it be wonderful if we always felt as 

though we were ñon top of the world?ò That we 

would always be in a positive mood, with cir-

cumstances involving us always to our liking. 
That peo-

ple would 

always 

treat us with the respect we feel is due us, and 
give us all the affirmation and love that we desire 

and need. 

  
But trouble is something that belongs to the hu-

man race. I have yet to meet anyone who can 

boast of being totally free from it. It is one of 

those common denominators that links everyone 

who has lived, who is now living or who will live 

on this earth. Job, who had his share of troubles, 

tells us ñman is born unto troubleò (Job 5:7) and 

ñMan that is born of a woman is of few days, and 

full of trouble.ò (Job 14:1) Troubles plague the 

human race. 
  
Troubles produce ñtough days.ò We have all ex-

perienced them and we know that some seem to 

be worse than others. Iôve had days ñpop upò in 

my life and no doubt you have too, when you 

wonder why you ever crawled out of bed that 

morning, and then you wonder if youôre going to 
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MINISTRIES 

Above:  Kingdom Builders at the Vacation Bible School finale on Friday, July 13, 2018. 

Below:  Sunday School Superintendent Donna Brooks addresses guest speaker Michael Wilson, 

former member of the Harlem Globetrotters.  Standing at 6õ5ó, Mr. Wilson spoke for the Sun-

day School African-American History Month program and concluded his message with this state-

ment:  òWe are all born with two ends.  How far we go in life depends on what end you use 

the most.  Heads you win; tails you lose.ó 

Left to right::  Mr. Francis Ware; Mrs. Bonita Ridley; Rev. Dr. Winston Ridley, Jr.; Mr. James Lindsay; Master Melvin Barnes; Mr. Marcel Johnson; Ms. Vonda Lewis; Ms. 

Joyce McGhee; Ms. JoõAnn Chukwu; Storee Denson; Rev. Theresa Denson; Rev. Troy Denson and New Members Ministry president, Felicia Few. 


